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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in.which. the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8 and 12-13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ishida (Ishida, Takayashu; US Patent No.: 6,195,570 B1) in view of Tomonori 
(Tomonori, Makita; JP Pub. No.: 10-233833). 

Regarding claim 1, Ishida teaches of a portable telephone terminal comprising 
(figure 4, column 1, lines 8-10): a main portable unit (figure 4); and an 
earphone/microphone separate from the main portable unit (figure 5, item 10; column 5, 
lines 24-30); where the main portable unit and the earphone/microphone are 
constructed so that they can be electrically interconnected with one another (figure 5, 
item 10; column 5, lines 24-30; where the earphone jack 10 interconnects with the jack 
inserting part 9 of the telephone), where the main portable unit is constructed so as to 
audibly output information when the earphone/microphone and main portable unit are 
electrically interconnected (columns 1 and 2, lines 64-67 and 1-3, 36-41; where the 
apparatus recognizes when the jack is connected/disconnected in order to operate 
voice or screen operations; e.g., when the earphone/microphone and main portable unit 
are electrically interconnected, the phone mode operates corresponding to an incoming 
and outgoing of audible information). 
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Although Ishida teaches of the mobile unit of audible outputting information, 
Ishida does not specifically teach where the main portable unit is constructed so as to 
audibly output information identifying the caller. 

In related art concerning a portable telephone set, Tomonori teaches where the 
main portable unit is constructed so as to audibly output information identifying the 
caller (abstract; e.g., "informs the caller name in voice at the arrival of an incoming 
call"). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Ishida's earphone/microphone separate from the main 
portable unit with Tomonori's audibly outputting information identifying a caller in order 
to provide the called party with information that identifies the caller while the user is 
driving; therefore, keeping one's hands on the steering wheel, as taught by Tomonori. 

Regarding claim 2, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 1 . Ishida further teaches a connection monitoring circuit which 
monitors whether the earphone/microphone is connected to the portable telephone 
terminal (figures 9a and 9b; column 2, lines 36-41 ; where judging the earphone jack 
position corresponds to monitoring "whether the earphone/microphone is connected to 
the portable telephone terminal"); an information output switching circuit which switches 
an information output to the earphone/microphone when the claim comprising: 
connection monitoring circuit determines that the earphone/microphone is connected to 
the portable telephone terminal (column 1 , lines 44-47; where the connection monitoring 
circuitry knows "if an earphone jack is inserted into the mobile terminal"); and an 
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informing circuit which outputs information, in voice form from the earphone/microphone 
when the information output switching circuit switches the information output to the 
earphone/microphone (column 5, lines 25-30; where the circuitry provides the user with 
information in voice form when the earphone jack is connected to the mobile terminal). 
Tomonori further teaches of outputting information that identifies the caller, in voice 
form). 

Regarding claim 3, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 2. Ishida further teaches where the main portable unit comprises: 
display which displays characters and visual information (figure 4, item 8 LCD); and a 
receiver which outputs voice information (figure 1 , item 2; column 4, lines 58-61 ; where 
the receiver outputs audible information when the earphone jack is connected to the 
unit's body). 

Regarding claim 4, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 3. Ishida further teaches where the information output switching 
circuit switches the information output to the display and the receiver of the main 
portable unit when the connection monitoring circuit determines that the 
earphone/microphone is not electrically connected (column 3, lines 45-49; where the 
menu screen appears when it is detected that the earphone jack has been extracted). 

Regarding claim 5, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 2. Tomonori further teaches of a data receiving circuit which receives 
upon receipt of a call caller data which is data unique to the caller transmitted from a 
terminal of the caller; and a registering circuit which registers the caller data and caller 
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information which is information specifying the caller and which corresponds to the 
caller data (figure 1 , items 3, 4 and 9; abstract; where the data is received and "stored" 
for further processing, "registered"). 

Regarding claim 6, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 5. Tomonori further teaches where the caller data is data which 
represents a telephone number the caller (abstract; where the caller telephone number 
is received and compared to a number previously stored). 

Regarding claim 7, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 5. Tomonori further teaches where the caller information is 
information which represents the name of the caller (abstract; where the information 
provided to the called person is the name of the calling person). 

Regarding claim 8, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 5. Tomonori further teaches where when the data received by the 
data receiving circuit matches with the caller data registered through the registering 
circuit, the informing circuit outputs the caller information that corresponds to the caller 
data (abstract; where the caller name information is cross referenced with the data 
stored in memory and the informing circuit outputs the caller name in voice). 

Regarding claim 12, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 2. Ishida further teaches of an operation switching circuit which 
switches an operation based on an instruction which is inputted by operating the 
earphone/microphone when the connection monitoring circuit determines that the 
earphone/microphone is connected and when the information output switching circuit 
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switches the information output to the earphone/microphone (column s 1 and 2, lines 
64-67 and 1-3). 

Regarding claim 13, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 12. Ishida further teaches where the operation operates the 
earphone/microphone upon receipt of the call and outputs voice information from the 
informing circuit through the earphone/microphone (column 5, lines 25-30). 

3. Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ishida in view of Tomonori as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of 
Shnier (Shnier, Mitchell J.; US Pub. No.: 2002/0,009,184 A1). 

Regarding claim 10, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 5. 

Ishida in view of Tomonori does not specifically teach where the portable 
telephone terminal comprises message registering circuit which registers a 
predetermined message. 

In related art concerning a call classification indication using sonic means, Shnier 
teaches where the portable telephone terminal comprises message registering circuit 
which registers a predetermined message (figure 1 , item 112; where the answering 
machine comprises message registering circuit which registers a predetermined 
message). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Ishida's and Tomonori's earphone/microphone 
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separated from the main portable unit that audibly outputs information identifying a 
caller with Shnier's message registering circuit in order to provide an alternative for 
answering calls that are unknown, as taught by Shnie. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Ishida in view of Tomonori and further in view of Shnier 
teaches all the limitations according to claim 10. Shnier further teaches where when the 
caller data is not according received upon receipt of the call, the predetermined 
message is outputted (paragraph 0065). 

4. Claims 9, 14-15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ishida in view of Tomonori as applied to claim 12 above, and further 
in view of Luneau (Luneau, David J.; US Patent No.:5,526,406 A). 

Regarding claim 9, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 5. 

Ishida in view of Tomonori does not specifically teach where when the caller data 
received by the data receiving circuit fails to match with the caller data registered 
through the registering circuit, the informing circuit outputs the caller data received by 
the data receiving circuit. 

In related art concerning a calling party announcement apparatus, Luneau 
teaches where when the caller data received by the data receiving circuit fails to match 
with the caller data registered through the registering circuit, the informing circuit 
outputs the caller data received by the data receiving circuit (column 4, lines 47-51 ; 
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where when a call has no matching information to announce, it proceeds with a normal 
operation). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Ishida's and Tomonori's earphone/microphone 
separated from the main portable unit that audibly outputs information identifying a 
caller with Luneau's normal operation procedure in order to maintain standard 
operations, as taught by Luneau. 

Regarding claim 14, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 12. Ishida further teaches of the operation switching circuit operating 
the earphone/microphone (column 5, lines 25-30; where the circuitry provides the user 
with information in voice form when the earphone jack is connected to the mobile 
terminal). 

Ishida in view of Tomonori does not specifically teach of shifting the operation of 
taking the call when an operation of outputting the information identifying the caller is 
initiated by the informing circuit. 

In related art concerning a calling party announcement apparatus, Luneau 
teaches of not taking the call when an operation of outputting the information identifying 
the caller is initiated by the informing circuit (column 2, lines 42-44; column 3, lines 5-7, 
40-47 and 52-55). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Ishida's and Tomonori's earphone/microphone 
separated from the main portable unit that audibly outputs information identifying a 
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caller with Luneau's not taking the call when an operation of outputting the information 
identifying the caller is initiated by the informing circuit in order to audibly screening 
telephone calls prior to answering them, as taught by Luneau. 

Regarding claim 15, Ishida in view of Tomonori and further in view of Luneau 
teaches all the limitations according to claim 14. Luneau further teaches where the 
operation operates said earphone/microphone suppresses transition to the operation of 
outputting said information identifying the caller by the informing circuit, and shifts the 
operation of taking the call (column 4, lines 47-51; where "once the call is accepted, the 
caller and called parties are connected and normal telephone operation is restored). 

Regarding claim 17, Ishida in view of Tomonori and further in view of Luneau 
teaches all the limitations according to claim 12. Luneau further teaches where the 
operation switching circuit recognizes voice information which is inputted through the 
earphone/microphone and switches an operation in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction which recognized voice information inputted based on the recognized voice 
information (column 4, lines 47-51; where when the call is answered, the caller and 
called parties are connected and normal telephone operation takes place). 

5. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ishida in 
view of Tomonori as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of Fumiaki (Fumiaki, 
You; JP Publication No.: 200-124983) 

Regarding claim 16, Ishida in view of Tomonori teaches all the limitations 
according to claim 12. 
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Ishida in view of Tomonori does not teach where the operation switching circuit 
switching circuit upon receipt of the call and switches an operation accordance with a 
predetermined instruction which is inputted based on how long one or more than one of 
the switches of said earphone/microphone remain depressed. 

In related art concerning a portable terminal equipped with earphone microphone 
and switch, Fumiaki teaches where the operation switching circuit switching circuit upon 
receipt of the call and switches an operation accordance with a predetermined 
instruction which is inputted based on how long one or more than one of the switches of 
said earphone/microphone remain depressed (abstract; e.g., "having a call started by 
pressing the switch for a short time or the like..."). 

It would have been obvious to a one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Ishida's and Tomonori's earphone/microphone 
separated from the main portable unit that audibly outputs information identifying a 
caller with Fumiaki's timed depression of the switch in order to take a call without taking 
out the portable telephone set, as taught by Fumiaki. 
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Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Angelica Perez whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8724. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:15 a.m. - 3:55 p.m., Monday - 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 703-308-7745. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9314 for 
regular communications and for After Final communications. 
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Information regarding Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system can 
be found at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the TC 2600's customer service number is 703-306- 
0377. 
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